People on NAME’s Side

(Address and Contact info)
Dear ______ [customized],

As you may know, I have enrolled NAME and myself in a remarkable organization called LifeSPAN (Lifetime Secure Personal Assistance Network). LifeSPAN is affiliated with—and model its work on—the very successful Canadian organization PLAN (Planned Lifetime Advocacy Network). You can find more information about these organizations online at www.lifespan-wa.org, and www.plan.ca.


LifeSPAN and PLAN help provide security and safety for people with developmental disabilities and their families. This brings peace of mind and extends from now to the future. 


LifeSPAN helps people such as NAME build an enduring personal network—a group of people who form a community around a focus person with a disability.  With LifeSPAN’s help, we have hired a paid facilitator, FACILITATOR NAME, to organize a network for NAME. FACILITATOR has met with us and created a six-month plan to get this network off to a good start. FACILITATOR is quite organized and dedicated to the success of NAME’s network. 


Network members volunteer to belong. Networks meet three or four times a year, Between meetings network members choose when and how they want to spend time with the focus person, our case, NAME. 


This is an exciting time in NAME’s life and a network will help it become even more so. NAME has recently experienced more success at demonstrating his work skills. His new work schedule leaves him with time off near the weekends for outings and activities. 


Here are the details for the first network meeting:


Date: 
Saturday, September 23rd 


Time:
10 AM – Noon


Location:   
(LOCATION)


We’re sending you this letter because you’ve expressed an interest in NAME’s network or would make a great contribution to it. Attending the September 23rd meeting does not commit you to belonging to the network.  


This meeting will give us a chance to get acquainted and imagine what NAME’s network might look like. The group will help decide how we might proceed from there.  We encourage you to attend if you have any interest as this will be a good time to bring your questions. 


In LifeSPAN networks, we find that the gifts of belonging to a network flows many ways. We find ways to include the focus person in our normal hobbies and interests without too much extra effort. Perhaps as gratifying, we discover that making a difference in our focus person’s life adds meaning to our own. 

FACILITATOR  or I will call in a week. Feel free to contact FACILITATOR  (PHONE AND EMAIL) or myself with questions or concerns. Hope you can make it on September 23rd!

Sincerely,

LIFETIME MEMBER

